* Fiskehatio er ﬁald{ﬁ:i Grimsey 11. nealemb

~ & hverju ari til ad minnast afmaelis Daniels -
_ Willard Fiske (1831-1904) sem steig p6 aldrei

feeti sinum & land i Grimsey.

Fiske var bandariskur préfessor vid Cornell
haskéla i-New York fylki i Bandarikjunum.
“Hann leerdi islensku pegar hann var i nami i
Danmarku 1849 og safnadi 6llu islensku efni
sem til var & prenti auk ljosmynda af fslandi.
Stort safn islenskra boka og ljosmynda er nd
vardveitt-i Cornell.

Fiske sigldi hringinn i kringum landid 1879.
Pa sa hann Grimsey tilsyndar og heilladist
af dugnadi. og menningarahuga ibdanna.
Grimseyingar voru godir skakmenn og par
sem Fiske var mikill dhugamadur um skdk

»

bhst hann i bréfasamband vié tvo menn |

'Grlrnsey Par med héfst vinattusamband hans :

vid Grlmseylnga sem vargi meban hann lifdi. -

Arid 1901 feerdi Flske Grimseyingum stort
békasafn sem hann nefndi Eyjarbéi(asafniﬁ.
bad er nu- vardveitt i
upprunalegum békaskap
sinni anafnadi hann Grimseyingum veglegan

bokasafni skélans i
i erféaskranni

peningasjod, Grimseyjarsjod Willard Fiske, til
ad endurbzeta hisakostinn og bata mannlif {
eyjunni. | pakklaetisskyni voru nokkrir drengir
i Grimsey skirdir eftir honum. :
Minnismerkid um Fiske er eftir Gunnar
Arnason myndhdggvara og var gefio af
Kiwanisklubbnum Grimi. bad var afhjapad 11.
november 1998.

.Bokaskapar®

Grimseyingar lasu mikid og fislbreytt bokasafnid
sem Fiske gaf peim 1901 kom i gédar parfir. A
medan Fiske lifdi sendi hann nyjar baekur a hverju
ari til safnsins.

Ljésmynd: Heima er best.

“Bookcases”

The people of Grimsey were avid readers
and the large and comprehensive library
Fiske gave them was greatly welcomed.
Throughout his life Fiske sent new books to
add to the library.

Photograph: Heima er best (Home's Best).

Gamla skélah:
Grimseyingar reistu fyrsta skélahsid sitt vid
Midgarda arid 1905 fyrir styrk ar Fiskesjédnum
sem Fiske anafnadi Grimseyingum. Husid var
notad til skolahalds og skemmtanahalds fram
um 1960.

Ljésmynd: Matthias Eggertsson.

“The School house”

The first school on Grimsey was built in 1905,
using a grant from the, Willard Fiske Fund.
This building was used for educational and
social purposes until around 1960.
Photograph: Matthias Eggertsson.

Grimseyingar voru miklir shugamenr
25% ibéanna taldir vera gédir taflmenn sem var hatt hlunau

~taftménnum arid 1902.

“Chess. Players" gt 902
The people of Grimsey, both men and. women, were chess
enthusiasts, In 1901 25% of the inhabitants were considered
good chess players, which is a large percentage of the islands’
reare plc!ures of chess. playersin 1902

LUtitaflia”

Fiske gaf taflinn 4 hvert heimili | Grimsey og vildi med pvi vishalda
skakahuga ibda. Flest peirra eru ni tépus en marmarataflbord
eitt hefur vardveist med Eyjarbékasafninu. Med bvi komu engir
taflmenn og sagt er ad peir hafi orelﬂ Gvartverid sendir til Grimsby
i stad Grimseyjar.

- Skakahuginn er enn fyrir hendi i Grimsey.

Ljésmynd: Fridbjéfur Helgason.

“Outdoor Chess”
Fiske gave every household in Grimsey a chess set to uphold the
islanders” interest in chess. Most of those sets are now lost but
a marble chess board has been preserved along with the Island
Library. No chessmen accompanied-the board and it is said that
they were sent by mistake to Grimsby in the UK. ~ -
~ Interest in chess is still very much alive in Grimsey.
Photographer: Fridpjofur Helgason.

AN

The Fiske Festival; on 11 November, is an

annual celebration on Grimsey Island and
commemorates the birth of Daniel Willard Fiske
(1831-1904), although this personage never
actually stepped ashore on the island.

Fiske was professor at Cornell University in the
state of New York, USA. He learned Icelandic
while studying in Denmarkin 1849 and collected
all the printed and piétorial matter he could
find concerning Iceland. A large collection
of Icelandic books and photographs are now
housed in that university.

.Willard Fiske"

Willard Fiske var sannkalladur [slandsvinur. Hann birti fjslda
greina um fsland i erlendum blodum og vakti med pvi moti shuga
Gtlendinga & landi og bj6d. Hann kunni fjélda tunguméla og var
liklega fyrstur til ad kenna islensku & haskélastigi i Vesturheimi.

Fiske circumnavigated Iceland in 1878 when
he saw Grimsey for the first time. He was
captivated by the diligence of the island’s people
and their interest in cultural pursuits. The
people of Grimsey were skilled chess players,
and, as Fiske was interested in this pastime he
established a written correspondence with two
of the islanders. This was the beginning of his
lifelong friendship with the inhabitants of the
island.

In 1901 Fiske presented Grimsey Island with
a large library which he named “The Island

by
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“Willard Fiske” =
Willard Fiske- was a true friend of Iceland. He wrote numerous-
articles on Iceland in foreign publications, thus stimulating"
interest abroadin the country and its people. He was multilingual,
and most likely the first person to teach Icelandlc a( university
level in the Western world,

Library”. This is now housed in the village
school, in the original bookcases. He also gave
a chess set to every household on the island.
In his will he left a considerable sum of mdney,
the Willard Fiske Grimsey Fund, to imprové
buildings and to heighten the islanders’ quality
of life. In gratitude for this, several island sons
were baptized Daniel. 3

The Fiske memorial by Gunnar Arnason,
sculptor, and presented by the Grimur Kiwanis
Club, was unveiled 11 November 1998.




