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GRIMSEY

EYJAN VID
HEIMSKAUTSBAUG

Grimsey er nyrsta byggda bol
islands, um 41 km nordur af
meginlandinu. Eyjan er 4,5
ferkilémetrar ad flatarmal; 4,8 km ad
lengd og 2 km 4 breidd par sem hun
er breidust. Hun er myndud ur
blagryti og myndar pad vida afar
fallegt studlaberg. Grimsey hallar fra
austri til vesturs. Ad austan ganga
ha bjorg i sj6 fram og er bjargbrunin
105 m yfir sj6 par sem hun er haest.
Byggd hefur verié { Grimsey fra
landnami um 890 og var eyjan jafnan
talin matarkista vegna hins gjsfula
lifrikis sem bar er ad finna = fiskur,
fuglar og egg. ibtafjoldi i Grimsey
hefur verid mjsg breytilegur i
gegnum tidina. Flestir urdu ibuarnir

125 i kringum 4rid 1930. NU hafa
innan vid sjotiu manns busetu i
eyjunni (2021). bjédsaga tengir nafn
eyjarinnar vid landnamsmanninn
Grim fra Sogni i Noregi. Eyjan var til
forna i eigu Munkapverar- og
Mo8ruvallarklaustra i Eyjafirdi.
Baendur { eyjunni voru leigulidar hja
klaustrunum og greiddu leiguna i
skreid/hardfisk.

Adalatvinnuvegur eyjarbua hefur
verid og er fiskveidar og fiskverkun
enda mjég gjéful fiskimié allt
kringum eyjuna. Landbunadur til
heimilisnota hefur verié stundadur
fra upphafi en mjog hefur dregid ar
honum & sidustu arum &4 medan
ferdapjonusta hefur farid vaxandi.
Engin heitavatnsuppspretta er i
Grimsey en hins vegar er naegt kalt
neysluvatn sem daelt er upp ar

premur borholum. Vatnsveitan tok til
starfa 1971 en fram ad pvi var sllu
neysluvatni safnad, medal annars af
pokum hisanna f eyjunni.

Raforka i Grimsey er framleidd med
diselrafstod og var su fyrsta tekin
gagnié &rid 1947. Keelivatn fra
diselrafstoginni er notad til a hita
upp sundlaugina en hasin i eyjunni
eru hitud med oliu og/eda
varmadeelu. { skodun eru adrir
orkugjafar eins og vindmillur og
sélarorkuver.

Grimsey var sjalfsteett sveitarfélag til
arsins 2009 pegar pad sameinadist
Akureyrarbae.

Midgardar er nyrsti Kirkjustadur & slani. Jon biskup
irkju  Grimsey snemme & elletu

jodardyrlingi Noromanna,
g skyldu pjéna vid kirkjuna tveir prestar og syngja
messu & hverjum deqi en tvaer messur 4 dag a
sérstokum helgidogum. Sidan hefur dregia ur
helgihaldien bekkt eru nfn flir en 50 presta sem par
hafa bjonad. Eyjunni er nG pjén: i
Dalvikurprestakalls. Midgardakirkja var bygod drio
1867 tr rekavidi, Kirkjan er fidlyst samkveemt
Minjalogun.

Wigardar s the ste of the most northerly church in

It was consecrated by Bishop Jon
©Ggmundsson in the early 11th century and was.
dedicated to Olafur the patron saint of the Nordic
people. At that time two clergymen served the church,
and mass was sung daily and twice on holy ays.

SNYPZ THE ISLAND AT
Zallns THE ARCTIC CIRCLE

Grimsey Island, lying around 41 km
off the north coast of Iceland, is the
country’s northernmost inhabited
settlement. The area of the island is
4.5 km?; itis 4.8 km long and 2 km at
its widest point. The island is
composed of basalt which creates
many beautiful columnar formations.
It tilts from east to west; the eastern
side is characterised by high cliffs
with a drop to the sea of 105 m where
they are highest. The western side is
lower and it is there that you will find
the village and the harbour. People
have lived on Grimsey since around
890, or from the time of first
settlement in Iceland. The island was
even known as a “food chest”

because of its proximity to rich food
stocks such as fish, birds and eggs.
The population of Grimsey has
fluctuated greatly through the ages.
During the 20th century, in the 1930s,
the number of inhabitants reached a
maximum of 125. Now, in 2021 the
figure is below 70.

Folklore connects the name of the
island to one of Iceland's settlers,
Grimur from Sogn in Norway. Long
ago, the island was owned by two
monasteries in Eyjafjoréur. Farmers
on the island were tenants who
rented their land from these

monasteries, the rent being dried fish.

The main sources of income on
Grimsey are, and have been fishing
and fish processing, as rich fishing
grounds encircle the island. Farming
for domestic purposes has always

been practised, but this has
diminished in recent years while
tourism has increased. There are no
geothermal springs on Grimsey but
abundant cold water is accessed by
three boreholes. The water board was
founded in 1971, whereas previously
all drinking water had been collected
from the roofs of the houses.
Electricity on Grimsey is produced by
a diesel generator, first used in 1947
and its cooling water now heats the
swimming pool. The houses are,
however, heated by means of oil
and/or a heat pump. Other energy
sourcs, such as solar and wind
power, are now under consideration.
Grimsey was an independent
municipality until 2009 when it
merged with Akureyri.
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The Arctic Coast Way leaves the much-travelled routes
behind and invites you to discover the northern edge of
Iceland. Here are about 900 km waiting to be explored,
including 21 villages, 5 islands and 6 peninsulas.

The Arctic Coast Way invites you to slow down and unwind
and to immerse yourself in the energy of elemental nature,
observe outstanding wildlife habitats and experience

a different way of life. It connects you to authentic coastal
villages and people whose stories and culture are shaped
by life on the edge, so close to the Arctic Circle.

HEIMAMENN
SEGJA FRA

Vissir bu ad haegt er ad spa
fyrir um pad nanast upp & dag
hveneer lundinn sest upp I
eyjunni?

Hlustadu 4 ségu fra
Héllu Ingélfsdottur
sem byr og starfar {
eyjunni.

LOCAL STORY

Did you know that the
puffins arrive almost on
the same date each year?

Listen to a story from
Halla Ingolfsdéttir
who lives and works
on the island
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OMISSANDI / MUST SEE
+Vitinn / Lighthouse
~Brtin og vegvisamir/

‘The bridge and the viewfinders
*Studlabergid / Basalt columns
~borpia / The village

«Fiske minnismerkid / The Fiske Memorial
- Aldamtasteinar / Century Stones

« Fuglabjorgin / ird cliffs

~ Hringur og kla / Orbis et Globus
*Lundinn / Puffin

~Kirkjan / The church

+Basavikin / Bésavik Bay

TRAVEL GREEN

Please help us to keep Iceland clean!

« The nearest public toilets are by the
harbour

* The nearest public recycling bins are by
the harbour

« Use a campsite for a sleep-out under the
stars. Wild camping is forbidden

« Do not buy bottled water - our tap water
is fresh, clean and drinkable

« Do not drive off-road. It is strictly
forbidden

« Stay on hiking trails and respect trail
limits to protect vegetation, soil and
wildlife sites

* Respect restricted natural areas during
the bird breeding season

+ Do not damage sensitive moss and
lichen

* Please stay away from cliff edges
Puffin burrows make the ground loose
and unstable
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