=i Midgardar eru nyrstikirkjustadur 4 slandi. Jén

x bi'sfk'up_ﬁ'gmunds'son vigdi par kirkju snemmaa
~11. 6ld og var hin helgué Olafi, pjédardyrlingi-

Nordmanna. Viaj hana skyldu pjona tveir
prestarogsyngjamessuahverjumdegientvaer
messur a dag & sérstokum helgidégum. Pekkt
~ eru nofn rumlega 50 presta sem hafa pjonad
: Mibgaréakirkju i gegnum tidina en henni er ni

bjonad z:jf_prestum Dalvikurprestakalls.

Talid er ad fyrsta kirkjan i Grimsey hafi stadio .

a hol er Kirkjuholl hét, rétt vestan vid vitann,
en hin hafi fokid a haf ut og hafi timbur ur
- henni rekid & land bar sem heitir Vidarvik eda
Stertuvik. Nuverandi kirkjustaedi er upp af
beirri vik. —
i Grimsey munu hafa verio torfkirkjur til
arsins 1867 pegar reist var kirkja ur rekavidi.
Kirkjunni var breytt umtalsvert arid 1932, hun
st6d upphaflega nzer Midgardabanum en var
feerd um lengd sina vegna eldhattu og baett

~vid hana forkirkju med haum turni og kor.
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Hélg7i- '6la_f§sbn,smi6ur og boéndi 3 Borgum.f-*
Grimsey 5&_ um endurbaeturnar og forst afar
vel Ur hendi ad fella saman gamla kirkjuhusid -

og nybyggingarnar. Frekari endurbaetur féru
fram a kirkjunni arid 1956 ogvar hun endurvigd
12. 4gust 1956.

Ad kvoldi 21. séptember arid 2021 brann

Miagaraakirkja.til grunna en hun vard alelda
a orskommum tima i stifri nordanatt. Allir
gripir kirkjunnar eydilogdust i brunanum.
Orsok brunans ma rekja til bilunar i rafmagni.
Grimseyingar voru strax stadradnir i ad byggja

nyja kirkju og var lagt i vidamikla sofnun

tit ad na pvi marki. Hjorleifur Stefansson

arkitekt hannadi kirkjuna og skrudhusid

-sem eru timburhus klaedd lerki og med

studlabergsskifum a paki. Framkvaemdir vid

nyju kirkjuna hoéfust vorid 2022. Kirkjan pjonar

vidtaeku hlutverki i Grimsey og er notud fyrir

trdarlegar athafnir og vidburdi af ymsu tagi.

Midgardakirkja

Prestssetur og kirkja a Midgordum arid 1902. Kirkjan er kennd
vid baeinn Midgarda. bar st6d adur torfkirkja sem varrifin
begar pessi kirkja var reist 8 sama stad ur rekavidi arid 1867.
Pa byggd med skarsud, tjorqgud og med hvitmaludum trékrossi
yfir vesturstafni auk priggja glugga a hlid og einn a koérstafni.

Mynd: Eirikur Porbergsson. Upprunalega myndin er vardveitt
i safni Fiske i Cornell haskoéla -

Midgardar Church

Vicarage and church at the farm of Midgardar in 1902. The
churchis named after the farm. Originally the churchwas made
of turf which was removed when the church was reconstructed
of driftwood in the same location in 1867. The church had a
clincher roof, tarred and with a white-painted wooden crucifix
over its west gable. The side wall had three windows, with one
window at the chancel gable.

Photograph: Eirikur borbergsson. The original is preserved in
the Fiske museum at Cornell University.
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Vegur /Road - *

—————— Gonguleidir/ Walking Paths

Hurdin

Fyrir Midgardakirkju var tvofold vaengjahurd. Einar Einarsson
formadur soknarnefndar smidadi og skar Ut texta og myndir i
hurdina sem synir frelsarann kyrra vind og oldur a Genesaretvatni
og vers eftir Hallgrim Pétursson:

Pa bl gengur i Guds hus inn

Geet pess vel, sal min froma

Haed pu par ekki herra pinn

Med hegdun likamans toma,
Beygbu holdsins og hjartans kné,
Heit baen pin astarkvedja sé,
Hraesnin mun sist pér séma.

- Hallgr. Péturss.

The Door

Midgardar church was fitted with a double folding door. Einar
Einarsson, foreman of the parish council, constructed the door
with carvings showing the Saviour still the wind and waves of Lake
Gennesaret as well as lines from a hymn by Hallgrimur Pétursson.

Photo: Simon Bunyard
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Kirkjan sem brann

Gamla timburkirkjan sem var byggd 1867, var faerd og endurbyggd 1932. ba var henni
breytt umtalsvert, m.a. beett vid forkirkju med haum turni og kér. Kirkjan var sidan
endurvigd arid 1956 og fridud 1. januar 1990. Hun eydilagdist i bruna 2021.

‘Mynd: Fridpjéfur Helgason

Midgardar is the-the northernmost church
site in Iceland. The bishop Jén Ogmundsson
consecrated the local church in the early 11th
century, dedicated to Olaf, Norway’s national
saint. The church wasto be served by two priests

who sang the Mass every day and twice a day on

special days of sacred observance. We know the

names of over 50 priesté and clergymen who
have been in the service of Midgaréar church
through time. Currently the church is served by
clergymen of Dalvik vicarage.

The first church in Grimsey is thought to
have stood on a hillock, named Church Hill,
immediately to the west of the lighthouse. The
church is believed to have been blown out to
sea in a storm, with some of its'timberS‘drifting
ashore in a cove variously named Vidarvik or
Stertuvik. The current church stands near the
cove.

Churches in Grimsey were mostly made of
turf until 1867 when a church was built from

driftwood. The church underwent considerable
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The church that burned down
The old timber church, dating from 1867,

reconsecrated in 1956 and became a list

Photograph: Fridpjéfur Helgason

alterations in 1932; originally it had stood near

the Midgardar residente, but was shifted away -

from the farmhouse lengthWise to prevent a fire

hazard. A vestibule was added, as well as a high '

stééple and-a gallery. H_elgi Olafsson, carpéniér
and farmer at Borgir in Grimsey, was in charge
of the renovation and demonstrated special skill
in the tasteful combination of the old church
building and its new additions. In 1956 further
iImprovements were made to the church which
was reconsecrated 12 August 1956.
In the evening of 21 September 2021, Midgardar
church burned to the ground, after falling
victim to a blaze fuelled by a stiff gale from the
- north. The entire contents of the church were
destroyed in the fire, the origin of which was
traced to an electrical fault. From the-first, the
people of Grimsey were determined to build a
new church and an extensive public collection
was launched for this purpose. The architect
Hjorleifur Stefansson, designed the church and

the vestry, both built of timber, with an external
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made to the church on this occasion, adding a vestibule with a high steeple and a gallery. The church was
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was moved and rebuilt in 1932. Considerable alterations were afls.o: ==

ed building on 1 January 1990. The church burned down in 2021.

clédding_—of larch and basalt roof tiles. Work on -

—

the new church began'ih spring 2022‘.'Apaj*_t;_j

from religious services, the church h_as“-a Wid'e_'_f:_"__‘t_-;‘-

ranging role in Grimsey as a venue foravariety ——— —
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Tapadir gripir : '

Ferming i Midgardakirkju (2021). A myndinni sjast einnig
kirkjugripir sem urdu eldinum ad brad 2021. Predikunarstoll fra
1867, altaristafla fra 1878 eftir Arngrim Gislason matara, fagurlega
utskorinn skirnarfontur og-tveer songtoflur eftir Einar Einarsson
fra 1958. :

Mynd: Gyda Henningsdottir

Loss of precious items

Confirmation in Midgardar church (2021). The photograph also
shows precious church items which were consumed by the fire of_
2021: A pulpit from 1867, an altar-piece from 1878 by the painter
Arngrimur Gislason, an elegantly carved baptismal font and two
hymn tables from 1958 by Einar Einarsson

Photograph: Gyda Henningsdattir
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